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ABSTRACT

This study draws on Khola’ (divorce initiated by the wife) cases at the Jordanian
Alshary’a Courts. The Khola’ was first implemented in 2002 following the amendment
of The Personal Status Law number (82) of 2001. The study aimed at assessing the
prevalence of Khola’ in Jordan and identifying the socio-demographic characteristics of
the wives seeking khola’, litigation procedures, conditions, reasons, and difficulties
facing the wives during the process. The methodology utilized was based on reviewing
a random sample of 230 closed Khola’ cases at Amman Alshary’a Court. Specifically, a
desk review of cases was conducted with the assistance of a developed check list
questionnaire.

The findings revealed that Khola’ is practiced, but is less prevalent than divorce or
other types of judicial separation. The main social reason for requesting Khola’ was
physical abuse. The majority of wives were Jordanians and Muslims, (50%) got married
before turning twenty two, (50%) were younger than thirty when they requested Khola’,
(50%) had been married for more than seven years, (58%) received a dowry less than
one hundred dinars, and (50%) were entitled to a referred dowry exceeding three
thousand dinars. The results showed that the litigation procedures commensurate with
the Personal Status Law and fulfill the legal conditions. There were no major difficulties
associated with practicing Khola’, as (76%) of the cases received a final verdict by the
appeal court after the first ruling, (50%) were ruled with the husband being absent, the
average duration of litigation was eight months and the fees paid were less than ninety

dinars.



